206    FROM DRURY LANE TO MECCA

Salie stated there was a small machine at the Palace
but that hardly anybody outside the princely family
ever tasted its produce, "It is a great favour for you,
Mahmoud," he added,

I made a heroic decision, "Divide the ice-cream
among the household," I ordered after having gulped a
little more out of courtesy, Within ten minutes all
the residents from the Shereefah down to the slave
who washed the ekrams was getting a spoon or two of
the precious confection, and their delighted chuckles
became the dirge of the only ice-cream I ever received
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